
Strong Schools Build Strong Communities

A No Tax Rate Increase Bond Issue to Address  
KSD Student Enrollment Growth

In September 2018, the District began 
the work to develop a strategy to address 
Kirkwood’s current and projected 
enrollment growth to ensure a continued 
quality education for students. This work 
began with a series of building tours, 
meetings with schools, and community 
forums to update our Facilities Master Plan.

In the summer of 2019, the Board 
partnered with a national education firm to 
brainstorm solutions to the overcrowding in 
our schools. Focus groups were conducted 
to elicit feedback. The feedback led to the 
development of three scenarios, which 
were presented to our community through 
a paper survey and an online engagement 
process.

The Board of Education and administrators 
used the community feedback to develop 
two potential options to meet the 
educational needs of our students. 

After thoughtful consideration, the Board of 
Education made a decision based on the 
following:
• instructional best practices for students,  
• community feedback,  

•  limitations 
of existing 
elementary school 
campuses, 

• and financial 
considerations. 

Prop S calls for 
building a new 
elementary 
school to alleviate 
overcrowding at 
all elementary 
schools, adding 
classrooms to both 
middle schools 
and the high school and other facility 
improvements, and making security and 
accessibility improvements throughout 
the District, at a total cost of $70 million. 
Building the elementary school costs $40 
million and the projects at the other schools 
cost $30 million. The projects are projected 
to be completed by the 2022-23 school 
year.

The Kirkwood School District will ask 
the voters to approve Prop S to fund the 

improvements. Prop S is a no tax rate 
increase bond referendum on the April 7, 
2020 ballot. If approved, the District’s debt 
service property tax levy would decrease 
by  $0.07 per $100 of assessed valuation, 
which equates to roughly a $43 savings per 
year for a homeowner whose property is 
appraised at $325,000 by St. Louis County. 
If Prop S is not approved, the portion of 
the tax bill that goes to debt service will 
continue to go down as the bonds from 
2010 are paid. For more information, go 
to www.kirkwoodschools.org/PropS

Over the past ten years, total 
student enrollment in Kirkwood 
Schools consistently increased, 
and the increase is projected to 
continue for at least the next five 
years. The number of births in a 
school attendance area is used 
to calculate projections, which 
is why five-year projections 
are standard practice in school 
districts. 

Proposition S  
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Adjusting Elementary School Attendance Boundaries is Inevitable
Regardless of whether the ballot 
measure passes, adjusting 
elementary school attendance 
boundaries is inevitable to help 
address overcrowding. This 
work will require a full year of 
engagement with parents, staff 
and the community. The School 
Attendance Boundary Committee 
work will begin in May 2020, after 
the ballot measure. 

The priorities in redistricting are 
to limit transitions for students, 
keep families together and ensure 
inclusive schools.

Dr. Matt Bailey, assistant 
superintendent of student 
services and Dr. Shonda 
Ambers-Phillips, executive 
director of equity, wellness, and 
inclusion, will lead the School Attendance Boundary Committee. 
Interested participants may complete an online Google Form at 
kirkwoodschools.org/redistrict for consideration for the School 
Attendance Boundary Committee. The redistricting committee will 
follow up with interested individuals in May 2020.

At Westchester, some students receive instruction in the cafeteria 
during lunch meal prep. Prop S would free up space and allow 
students to learn in rooms designed for instruction.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
The District is hosting  
Power Lunch Online Webinars 
from 12 to 1 pm on the following 
dates:
Wed.,  Feb. 19
Tues.,  Feb. 25
Wed.,  March 4
Tues.,  March 10
Wed.,  April 1

Go to kirkwoodschools.org/PropS  
to link to the webinars. 

Superintendent and  
Board Coffee
Sat.,  Feb. 29,  9 am 
Dierbergs in Des Peres 
1080 Lindemann Road

League of Women Voter's 
Candidate Forum
Mon., March 2,  7 pm  
Keating Theatre  
Kirkwood High School 
801 W. Essex

Community Forum
Sat.,  March 28,  9 to 10 am 
Administrative Services Center 
11289 Manchester Road

To learn more about  
KSD enrollment growth,  
Prop S and other 
important topics, please 
consider attending  
these upcoming 
informative events in 
person or online.

 2019-20 20-21 21-22 22-23 23-24 24-25
KEYSOR 555 581 608 619 614 575

NORTH GLENDALE 605 583 595 603 613 595

ROBINSON 509 557 557 562 561 555

TILLMAN 508 530 537 525 522 533

WESTCHESTER 538 554 552 564 590 614

NIPHER MIDDLE 728 695 702 680 712 714

NORTH KIRKWOOD MIDDLE 639 675 690 738 748 773

KIRKWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 1784 1823 1832 1865 1895 1926

TOTAL ENROLLMENT 5866 5998 6073 6156 6255 6285

Projected Enrollment by School

Current Enrollment Projected Enrollment

Elementary schools include kindergarten through fifth grades, middle school includes sixth through eight grades and 
high school  includes ninth through twelfth grades.



Debt Service Levy is Among the Lowest in the County
School districts in Missouri have two local tax revenue streams for 
funding schools: 

Debt service levy - Funds general obligation bonds used for major 
brick-and-mortar projects 
Operating fund - Funds the operational cost (teachers, staff, 
utilities, etc.)

Kirkwood receives very little revenue from the State and must fund 
our District’s operating budget and debt service through local 
property taxes. 

KSD’s Debt service levy was last approved in 2010. School districts 
typically ask for a restructuring of bonds every 10 to 15 years to 
address significant facility needs.

Voters approved an increase in the KSD Operating Fund in 2017 
through Prop K. KSD projected Prop K funds would finance 
operational needs for at least five years. KSD has kept annual 
operating expenses below three percent, which will extend 
Prop K funds to at least eight or nine years — even with 
potentially building a new elementary school. If Prop S passes, 
the new school and additions to the middle schools and high 

school will add operating expenses of approximately $2.5 million 
(2.7percent) to the District’s $77 million operating budget. Districts 
with growing enrollment typically need an increase in the operating 
fund every five years.

Students receive instruction in storage areas due to lack of space 
in our schools.

JENNINGS  $5.4887 
HAZELWOOD  $4.8154 
AFFTON  $4.6550 
FERGUSON-FLORISSANT  $4.5319 
RITENOUR  $4.3210 
WEBSTER GROVES  $4.1149 
MAPLEWOOD-RICHMOND HEIGHTS  $4.0890 
RIVERVIEW GARDENS  $4.0813 
NORMANDY SCHOOLS COLLABORATIVE  $4.0661 
PATTONVILLE   $3.9762 
VALLEY PARK  $3.9109 
BAYLESS  $3.8653 
BRENTWOOD  $3.7372 
ROCKWOOD   $3.6663 
UNIVERSITY CITY  $3.6629 
MEHLVILLE   $3.6537 
CLAYTON  $3.5325 
KIRKWOOD   $3.4721 
HANCOCK PLACE  $3.3793 
PARKWAY   $3.2761 
LINDBERGH SCHOOLS  $2.8736 
LADUE  $2.7625
AVERAGE OPERATING FUND $3.9060

District                                 2019 Debt Levy 
NORMANDY SCHOOLS COLLABORATIVE $1.7825 
RIVERVIEW GARDENS $1.7756 
MAPLEWOOD-RICHMOND HEIGHTS  $1.3500 
HAZELWOOD  $1.2400 
HANCOCK PLACE  $1.2200 
JENNINGS  $0.9900 
VALLEY PARK  $0.9410 
RITENOUR  $0.9100 
LINDBERGH SCHOOLS  $0.8330 
LADUE  $0.7800 
UNIVERSITY CITY  $0.7380 
ROCKWOOD  $0.6800 
CLAYTON  $0.6230 
BAYLESS  $0.5820 
WEBSTER GROVES  $0.5699 
AFFTON   $0.4900 
PARKWAY   $0.4900 
PATTONVILLE   $0.4900 
BRENTWOOD  $0.4290 
KIRKWOOD  $0.3640 
FERGUSON-FLORISSANT  $0.3000 
MEHLVILLE   $0.0000  
AVERAGE DEBT SERVICE  $0.7990

District              2019 Operating Fund

Total residential tax rate for Kirkwood Schools is $3.8361. Under Prop S, the total residential tax rate falls to $3.7661.



How will my school benefit? 

North Glendale and  
Kirkwood Early Childhood Center
The passage of Prop S would provide a secure entrance. 

Tillman
A new gym and library would be added. Currently, students share 
cafeteria and gym space. During lunchtime half of the gym is used 
as the cafeteria. A dedicated gym space will give all students access 
to a normal size gym for PE classes separate from areas where 
students each lunch. 

As Tillman’s enrollment has increased over the years, the size of the 
library has remained the same. Currently, the library does not meet 
guidelines set by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. 

Keysor, North Glendale, Robinson,  
Tillman and Westchester
Reduction in enrollment at these schools will allow staff to work with 
students in spaces designated for instruction. Currently, students 
are working with staff in hallways and stairwells. Prop S would free 
up space and get students out of hallways and stairwells and into 
rooms designed for instruction.

At Keysor, North Glendale and Robinson, there are currently five 
sections at some grade levels. The passage of Prop S would allow 
for fewer sections per grade level. Students would receive proper 
amounts of art, music and physical education instruction in proper 
learning spaces.

Adequate space for Adventure Club. Currently, we are not able to 
serve all families needing this important service.

Nipher Middle School
The building improvements would include four new classrooms 
at Nipher. Adding the classrooms will connect the corridors on the 
back of the building, increasing security and improving student 
flow in the hallways. Nipher’s enrollment reached 730 students 
this year, and this addition would provide flexible space for larger 
student group events, alleviating disruption of classroom learning 
when students meet in the library. Relocating orchestra to one of 
the new classrooms will provide a dedicated space designed for 
instrumental learning.

North Kirkwood Middle School
Renovate the Administrative Services Center to create eight 
additional classrooms for NKMS. The renovations will also provide 
additional instructional space to alleviate small group instruction in 
hallways or rooms not designed for instruction.

The expansion will allow us to move the fitness center space to 
accommodate larger physical education class sizes as well as 
address needed space for band and orchestra. 

Kirkwood High School
At KHS the plan is to move the main office to Dougherty Ferry and 
enclose the currently separate north, northwest, and west buildings 
creating better flow and security for students. The renovations will 
result in an additional seven classrooms on the KHS campus. 

Additional Projects
Additional projects include building a K-5 elementary school, on the 
Lindeman and Dougherty Ferry property owned by the Districts, to 
alleviate overcrowding at all elementary schools, adding classrooms 
to both middle schools and the high school and other facility 
improvements, and making security accessibility improvements 
throughout the District including Kirkwood Early Childhood Center. 
The cost of all the projects is $70 million. Additions and renovations 
are scheduled to be completed by the 2021-22 school year and the 
new building will be completed by the 2022-23 school year.

What will happen if it fails?
We will need to realign our elementary attendance boundaries to 
address overcrowding, which will be part of the School Attendance 
Boundary Committee convened in May. Schools will continue using 
hallways, closets, etc. for small group student instruction.

Other options that will be considered:

Music and art rooms used for grade-level classrooms. Art and music 
will no longer have a designated space and will be brought into the 
classrooms.  

Add trailers to elementary schools for instructional storage as well 
as the possibility of moving library books to a storage trailer and 
using the library as a classroom. 

As a last resort, class sizes would be increased.

kirkwoodschools.org/PropS

The deadline to register  
to vote on April 7 is March 11.
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