PREPARING FOR THE CAMPUS VISIT
Helpful Hints for an Effective Campus Visit

1. Call the Admissions Office to schedule a campus tour, and an information session/ interview with an admissions officer. If possible, sit in on classes, eat the cafeteria food, sleep in the dorms.
2. Do not schedule more than two schools per day. Give yourself ample time to roam the campus before or after the interview.

3. Be Punctual! Make sure you have given yourself a cushion time to accommodate any missed turns, traffic jams, or foul weather.

4. If, despite your best efforts, you are still going to be late, call the Admissions Office to inform them of your situation.

5. Be sure to note the name of the admissions officer you meet. Direct future phone calls and correspondence to him or her. (REMEMBER TO WRITE A THANK YOU LETTER!)

6. Read the campus newspaper to discover the burning school issues.

7. Scan the bulletin boards and kiosks for announcements and for messages; these sorts of communications reveal a great deal about the tone of the school.

8. Talk with students on your own, without parents and without the admission representatives, when their answers will be more candid. The way you are received will also give you some indication of the friendliness of the community.

9. Be aware of walking distances. Is it easy to get around campus?

10. Take time to explore the area surrounding campus. Would you feel comfortable walking in this area alone? Is there a clear divide between the area and campus? Is there enough to do in the area around campus?

11. Take pictures!!
Questions to Ask Your Tour Guide
1. How large are all of your classes?

2. Who teaches you in these classes? (Graduate assistants or professors?)
3. Does this school have a core curriculum? How restrictive is it? Is there a foreign language requirement?

4. How adequate is the library? The computer facilities?

5. When do you have to declare your major? What are the most popular majors?
6. What experiences have you had with the advising system? How well do you know your advisor and how were you matched with him/her?

7. How do I register for classes? How likely is it that I will be shut out of a class I need?

8. How accessible is the faculty?

9. How competitive are the students? Are people grade-driven or do they enjoy actually learning the material?
10. Are some dorms much better than others? Are dorm rooms wired? Is housing guaranteed? Do many students live off campus? Why?

11. Can you tell me anything first-hand about the _____________ department?

12. What’s the biggest issue in local campus politics?

13. What percentage of students study abroad at some time?

14. What impact do fraternities/sororities have here? Athletics?

15. What are weekends like? Are there alternatives to the typical party scene?

16. How active is student government? What activities are popular?

17. Are the arts supported here?

18. What is the greatest shortcoming of this college? What are students’ biggest complaints?
19. What do you like best about your experience and education here?

20. Where do students come from? Is this a diverse community?

21. Why did you choose this school? Where else did you apply?

22. What kinds of kids are happiest here? Least happy? What is the typical student like?
23. If you could attend another college now, where would you go? Why?
24. What are some unique traditions at the school?

PREPARING FOR THE COLLEGE or SCHOLARSHIP INTERVIEW

Generally, college interviews are optional. If the school you are visiting does offer an on-campus interview, please take advantage of the opportunity. It may be very helpful to you.  If not, a local alumni interview may be an option.  Check with the college regarding interview deadlines.

What you can do to prepare:

· Read all available material on the college beforehand. Do not ask questions that are answered in the bulletin.

· Be prepared to comment on particular programs related to your talents and interests. 

· Be prepared for cryptic questions (e.g. “Tell me about yourself.”)

· Remember- you are interviewing them as much as they are interviewing you. Ultimately, the final decision is yours. 
Sample Questions from College Admissions Interviewers:
1. How do you like Kirkwood High? What has been the most positive experience you have had? The most negative? What would you change about KHS?

2. What is your role in the school community? What would your teachers say about you as a person? As a student?

3. What is the most significant contribution you’ve made at your school?

4. What are you looking for in a college? How did you become interested in _____?

5. What are some of your goals – personal and career – for the future?

6. Tell me about a particular class or assignment that was especially meaningful to you.
7. What is your reason for participating in (athletics/student government/newspaper)? 

8. How and in what ways do you expect, plan, and hope to transfer your secondary school contributions, achievements and activities to the college level?

9. What has been your favorite subject in high school? Why?

10. What might you study in college?

11. What books or authors have made a lasting impression on your way of thinking? Have you read deeply into any one author or field?

12. What event(s) has been most critical in your life thus far? Who has most influenced you?

13. What pressures do you feel operating on you at Kirkwood to conform? Describe ways in which you “go your own way.”

14. How have you spent your summers? Your free time?
15. What are your reactions to current events?

16. How would you describe yourself as a person?

17. Have you ever thought of not going to college? What would you do instead?

18. Why do you think you are a good match for this college?
19. Describe your ideal college/ university.
20. Many qualified students apply to our school. What characteristics make you unique?
21. Are there any holes in your transcript?
22. Do you have any questions? (Have some in mind.)

