GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS


Credits earned towards graduation and applied toward requirements may be accumulated in fractional amounts. All such credits applied toward graduation must be earned in grades 9 thru 12.

DEPARTMENT REQUIREMENTS

A.
ENGLISH
Credit must be earned in Freshman and Sophomore Composition before proceeding to other English courses. Students may apply a maximum of one credit from Journalism or Speech toward the four‑year English requirement.  However, these courses are not recognized as required English credit by most 4-year colleges.  Each class is ½ credit unless otherwise noted.

B.
SOCIAL STUDIES
Students in the class of 2010 or later must earn one-half credit in Civics and one-half credit in World History-Geog-I, one-half credit in World History-Geog II and one-half credit in World History-Geog III or one credit AP World History and one credit in U.S. History, American Studies, or AP U.S. History.  Students in the class of 2009 must earn one credit in Civics and World Hist-Geog I,  one credit in World History or AP World History and one credit in U.S. History, American Studies, or AP U.S. History.  Also, students must pass an examination on the constitutions of the United States and State of Missouri.  Successful completion of Civics and World Hist-Geog I is a prerequisite for all other Social Studies courses, except World History-Geog II & III, and for transfer students who have successfully completed 9th grade at another school.                        

C. MATH

Students planning to graduate in 2009 must pass a minimum of two year-long math courses to graduate.  Students planning to graduate in  2010 or later must pass a minimum of three year-long math courses to graduate.  Regardless of graduation date, students who took Algebra I in the 8th grade at either North Middle or Nipher Middle can count that course as one of their three courses needed for graduation.


D. 
   HEALTH

   Students are required to earn one–half credit  in  high school Health/Fitness or Health/Human                

   Relations course to meet this requirement. 
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               E.         SCIENCE   
    Class of 2009 students must earn two credits in science to graduate starting with Freshman
    Physics.  The science credits required for graduation must include a life science (Biology) as

    well as a physical science (Freshman Physics).                                                                          
                           Classes of 2010 or later  students must earn three credits in science to graduate starting with

                           Freshman Physics (freshman course),  Chemistry (sophomore course) and  Biology

                           (junior course).

In addition to the preceding regarding graduation requirements, the following specific conditions shall apply:

 III.  GENERAL PROVISIONS  (Kirkwood School District Policy)
       A.     Students must attend Kirkwood High School one full year to be eligible for graduation.

        The high school principal may waive this rule for students who move into the district during their 

         senior year.

B.      A student enrolling at the high school level who is coming from a home schooling/nonaccredited

          program is eligible for a diploma only if he or she has attended Kirkwood High School for one

          full school year.  The student must also earn the necessary units of credit required to graduate

          and satisfy the general provisions outlined in the Kirkwood High School course description guide.

      C.     Credit for correspondence and/or night school course(s) may be accepted toward graduation
        requirements under the following conditions.  (1) Correspondence and/or night course(s)
        are accredited by state supported colleges and universities and (2) The correspondence
        and/or night course(s) are approved by the student’s counselor prior to enrollment in

        the course(s).  
       D.   The Physical Education requirement may be waived for students with physical handicaps

       unable to benefit from PE adaptations, but no credit will be given toward the total graduation

       requirement.

       E.    When the IEP (Individual Education Plan) or IAP (Individual Accommodation Plan) for a

       student identifies content related goals and objectives that are substantially different from

              the established minimum course requirements and competencies, ADAPTED credit will be

              earned.  Grades for ADAPTED credit courses may be P (passing) or I (incomplete).  If more

              than 20% of a student’s courses are adapted, those letter grades will not be figured into the

              student’s GPA, but P (passing) grades will result in credit toward graduation.

CLASSES OF 2010 or later





CONTENT AREA		CREDITS





English…………………...4 credits							and Speech-1 unit limit)


Mathematics……………..3 credits 


Science	………………….	.3 credits 


Social Studies……………3 credits


Fine/Perf Arts…………….1 credit


Practical Arts……………..1 credit


   (Personal Finance….½ credit)


Physical Ed………………1 credit


Health…………………….½ credit


Electives………………….7 ½ credits 





TOTAL..........................	24 credits


	








CLASS OF 2009	


		


CONTENT AREA	CREDITS





English...........................	4 credits


Mathematics...................	2 credits


Science..........................	2 credits


Social Studies................	3 credits (see below)


Fine Arts.........................	1 credit


Practical Arts..................	1 credit


Physical Ed....................	1 credit


Health............................	½ credit 


Electives........................ 	7 ½ credits (8 credits if                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


                                          Health in 8th grade)


 					


TOTAL...........................	22 credits











